
Most believers in Christ would agree, at least in theory, that Christ-honoring discipleship is based solely on the Bible. In 
practice, however, it is another matter. Surprisingly, true believers who trust the Bible completely regarding eternal 
salvation do not always trust the Bible’s sufficiency to deal with challenges of everyday life. Yet, if the Bible is not 
adequate or applicable to address all of life’s situations, where are answers to be found? The only alternative is worldly 
wisdom, which is folly with God (1 Corinthians 3:19-20). 

1 Corinthians 3:19-20 (NIV), For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is written: “He catches the 
wise in their craftiness,” 20and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.” 

THE BATTLE BETWEEN TRUTH AND ERROR 
Some believers try to legitimize using worldly wisdom (especially psychotherapy and humanistic psychology) because 
the Bible is supposedly not comprehensive enough to address all aspects of life and relationships. Those denying the 
Bible’s sufficiency believe that the Bible deals effectively with “spiritual matters” but lacks insight to help people face 
and deal with “real life issues.” Yet another worldly perspective believes that we have made such progress in 
understanding human behavior over the last century that the Bible is no longer relevant to deal with life’s problems. 
(See Counseling Must be Based Solely on the Bible ) 

When any aspect of worldly wisdom is used in place of or equal to God’s Word, one must assume that this extra 
“authority” produces a better outcome than using only the Bible.  

Any excuses or assumptions used to augment God’s Word with worldly wisdom are without merit. Scripture is 
completely sufficient to deal with every aspect of life and relationships apart from worldly wisdom.  

There are numerous examples of Satan’s power to blind people so that they accept a lie as truth. A prime example of 
such blinding delusion is the belief that worldly wisdom is necessary to deal with life’s challenges instead of relying 
solely on the all-powerful and all-sufficient Word of God. 

Before considering any other supposed authority outside of the Bible, take time to review the many characteristics of 
God’s Word that demonstrate its power and sufficiency to deal with all matters of life and conduct.  

SCRIPTURE IS YOUR AUTHORITY 1 
GOD’S WORD IS: 

A. Permanent and eternal Isaiah 40:8 
1. It will all be fulfilled Matthew 5:18 
2. Heaven and earth shall pass away but God’s  Matthew 24:35 
 Word will not pass away 
3. It will abide forever 1 Peter 1:25 
4. It is everlasting and forever Psalm 119:89, 160 

B. Inspired by God for our training and equipping 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
1.  Holy men of God spoke as they were moved  2 Peter 1:21 
 by the Holy Spirit  
2. God's Word provides a new pattern of living 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

a. It teaches you (commands and guidelines) Psalm 25:4-5; 94:12 
b. It reproves you (identification of error) Hebrews 4:12 
c. It corrects you (change/repentance) Psalm 25:8-9; 119:9 
d.  It trains you in righteousness  Hebrews 5:13-14 
 (growth and stability through practice) 
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e.  It will make you adequate 1 Peter 1:22-23; 
 (ready and able to do God's work), and  2 Peter 1:3-4 
f. It will equip you for every good work 1 Thessalonians 2:13  
 (used by God in this world) 

C. Truth John 17:17 
1. All of God's Word is truth Psalm 119:151, 160 
2. The gospel of salvation is truth Ephesians 1:13 
3. You are brought forth by the Word of truth James 1:18 
4. You are to handle accurately the Word of truth 2 Timothy 2:15 

D. A powerful, spiritual force Jeremiah 23:29 
1. It is living, active, and sharper than any two-edged  Hebrews 4:12 
 sword 
2. It is a weapon against spiritual forces of wickedness Ephesians 6:11-17 
3. It is to be used to resist Satan's wiles Matthew 4:4-10; Ephesians 6:11, 17 
4. It makes you wiser than your enemies Psalm 119:98 
5. It can make you tremble Ezra 10:3; Isaiah 66:2, 5 

E. Cleansing to your ways Psalm 119:9 
1. You are cleansed through God's Word John 15:3; Ephesians 5:26 
2. You are sanctified by the truth of God's Word John 17:17 
3. You are purified by obeying the truth 1 Peter 1:22 

F. A source of grace that builds you up Acts 20:32 
1. It strengthens in grief Psalm 119:28 
2. It sustains you Psalm 119:116 
3. It comforts in affliction  Psalm 119:50, 92 
4. It is a comfort and consolation Psalm 119:52 
5. It gives hope Psalm 119:49; Romans 15:4 
6. It provides peace Psalm 119:165 
7. It produces a reverence for God Psalm 119:38 
8. It gives freedom Psalm 119:45; John   8:32 

G. A testimony to its own sufficiency 2 Peter 1:3-4 
1. It is a reproach to those who do not listen  Jeremiah 6:10 
2. You must not add to it or subtract from it  Deuteronomy 4:2 
3. You are in peril if you take anything away from  Proverbs 30:6; Revelation 22:19 
 or add anything to God's Word   
 4. You are accursed if you preach a different gospel Galatians 1:8, 9 
 5. Distortion of Scripture brings about destruction 2 Peter 3:16 
 6. It contains examples for our instruction Romans 15:4, 1 Corinthians 10:6, 11 
 7. It is foolishness to those who are perishing  1 Corinthians 1:18 
 8. It is not to be used deceitfully nor taken lightly 2 Corinthians 2:17, 4:2 
 9. It is pure and refined Psalm 12:6, 19:8 
10.  It has been tested 2 Samuel 22:31; Psalm 18:30; Proverbs 30:5  
11. It is perfect Psalm 19:7 
12. It is fully confirmed Psalm 93:5 

H. Always effective in accomplishing God's purpose Isaiah 55:11 
1. The Scriptures bear witness of Jesus Christ John 5:39 
2. It is used to bring a person to faith in Jesus Christ Romans 10:17 
3. It performs its work in you who believe 1 Thessalonians 2:13 
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I. The standard for judgment John 12:48 
1. Your acceptance of God's Word determines your John 5:24, 38; 8:47, 51 
 eternal destiny  
2. It judges the thoughts and intentions of the heart Hebrews 4:12 

J. To dwell within you Colossians 3:16 
1. It helps to keep you from sinning Psalm 37:31, 119:11 
2. It helps you meditate biblically  Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:2; 119:15, 23, 48 

K. To be obeyed, not just heard Matthew 7:24-27 
1. You should be a doer, not just a hearer James 1:22-24 
2. You are blessed when you observe God's Word  Luke 11:28; John 13:17; James 1:25 
3. You have greater spiritual discernment through  Hebrews 5:14 
 obedience to God's Word 

L. Food—man lives not only by bread but by God's Word Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4 
1. God's Word is more treasured than necessary food Job 23:12 
2. God's Word is sweeter than honey Psalm 19:10 
3. You grow on the milk of God's Word 1 Peter 2:2 
4. God's children are delighted when they  Jeremiah 15:16 
 partake of His words 
5. His servants are nourished by words of faith 1 Timothy 4:6 

M. A light to guide your way Psalm 119:105 
1. It gives light and understanding  Psalm 19:7; 119:99, 104, 130 
2. It is able to keep you from stumbling Psalm 119:9, 165 
3. It is a light shining in a dark place 2 Peter 1:19 
4. It provides the light of instruction Proverbs 6:23 

THE BOTTOM LINE 
Hopefully, you recognize that God's Word is changeless and is as powerful and applicable to every person and 
circumstance today as it was to those living thousands of years ago. When you recognize the timeless sufficiency and 
power of biblical truth, it becomes clear that mixing God’s Word with any supposed “truth” outside of Scripture cannot 
improve the effectiveness of God’s Word. Worldly wisdom that is integrated with God’s Word does not reveal or release 
the powerful truth resident in Scripture. Instead, it dilutes it—much like the way that water dilutes the effectiveness of 
gasoline. Rather than searching elsewhere for help to deal with any aspect of life and relationships, remember 2 Timothy 
2:15, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly 
handling the word of truth.” 

 ____________  
1. Scripture is Your Authority is from Self-Confrontation, A Manual for In-Depth Biblical Discipleship, 19th printing, pages 50-52, 

published by the Biblical Counseling Foundation, 42550 Aegean St., Indio, CA 92203 USA – Phone: 760.347.4608 and email address – 
admin@bcfministries.org – website: http://www.bcfministries.org/  

 

Discipleship Must be Based Solely on the Bible © 2012 WordTruth, Inc—http://www.wordtruth.net 
Verse quoted is from The Holy Bible, New International Version, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™  

http://www.bcfministries.org/�

	The battle between truth and error
	Scripture is Your Authority 1
	God’s Word is:
	Discipleship Must be Based Solely on the Bible
	The bottom line


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


